296                LETTERS FROM SAMOA
on just now he makes shops visible from tK castle ramparts in 1813, and I hae ma doots abo that.    Perhaps you may be able to pick up $0m useful information on the subject
WE  have a hanger-on called Elina, lives in Apia, and does so many t for us that he is difficult to describe official^* He is 'the meat man,' and the washerman, and does our messages, and takes charge of the hors
we lent to Dr. H-----, and is a sort of gener 1
agent for Vailima in Apia!    Well, this in^j pensable gentleman had a large wen on his back which seriously spoiled his appearance, and Farm has for a long time been anxious that he should have it removed.    Both doctors said there no risk, but he declared he was certain he die if it were touched!    Fanny told him he a disgrace to our aiinga (family), that people would blame us for not getting him made beauti ful, when it was so easy; that it was a terrible thing to have a coward belonging to us, and s on, but hitherto without effect; she also tried bribery, and he was promised five dollars if j, would have it done, while Louis and she would go down to his house and be with him when the operation took place.    Nothing seemed Of any avail till, quite suddenly, he gave in, agreed to have it done yesterday at 5 A